
Gloria Gaynor – "I Will Survive": A Lesson in Resilience 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore the theme of resilience and discuss how challenges shape 
personal growth. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a short clip of "I Will Survive." Ask: "What emotions do you hear 
in the song?" 

• Discussion (5 min): In groups, students identify lyrics that show strength and 
perseverance. 

• Activity (8 min): Students create a short skit or drawing that represents a moment of 
overcoming adversity. 

• Assessment (2 min): Use an exit ticket where students write down one thing they 
learned about resilience from the song. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Share and discuss: "Why do we admire stories of resilience?" 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how music reflects personal and social resilience. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to the chorus of "I Will Survive." Ask: "What historical events 
or movements might connect with this song?" 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how the song became an anthem for resilience in different 
communities. 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research a historical figure or movement that demonstrated 
resilience and present connections to the song. 

• Assessment (2 min): Peer review session where students give feedback on each other's 
presentations. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: "How do songs help people through tough times?" 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate the cultural and historical impact of "I Will Survive." 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a short interview clip of Gloria Gaynor discussing the song’s 
meaning. 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: "Why do certain songs become anthems for change?" 
• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze a different song with a similar theme and present their 

findings. 
• Assessment (2 min): Written reflection on the ways music can serve as a tool for social 

change. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: "How does music empower people?" 



 

Frankie Valli – "Can’t Take My Eyes Off You": Identity & 
Popular Culture 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore how music reflects identity and self-expression. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play the song’s opening. Ask: "How does this song make you feel?" 
• Discussion (5 min): Identify words and musical elements that create emotion. 
• Activity (8 min): Students write about a person or place they appreciate, inspired by the 

song’s theme. 
• Assessment (2 min): Students complete a "music appreciation" worksheet, noting how 

the song made them feel and why. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on how music can express personal feelings. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how pop culture influences and reflects society. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to the song’s chorus. Ask: "What makes this song catchy and 
memorable?" 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Frankie Valli’s style influenced other artists and genres. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research another pop culture icon and compare their influence 

to Valli’s. 
• Assessment (2 min): Exit ticket with students naming one pop culture icon they feel has 

influenced music today. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Share and discuss: "What makes someone a cultural icon?" 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate how music shapes and is shaped by cultural identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Compare "Can’t Take My Eyes Off You" with a modern pop song. 
Discuss similarities and differences. 

• Discussion (5 min): How do different time periods influence musical styles? 
• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze a pop culture trend and debate its long-term impact. 
• Assessment (2 min): A short essay on the lasting impact of pop culture icons, 

referencing Frankie Valli as a case study. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: "What does our music say about us today?" 

 



Want to learn more about Frankie Valli and his legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more!

 

Frank Sinatra – "My Way": Legacy & Individuality 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore self-expression and legacy through music. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play part of "My Way." Ask: "What do you think he’s singing about?" 
• Discussion (5 min): Identify words that describe individuality. 
• Activity (8 min): Students draw or write about something they do "their way." 
• Assessment (2 min): Share their personal stories of individuality with a partner. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Share and reflect on being unique. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze the theme of legacy in music and personal choices. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to the song’s lyrics. Discuss: "What does ‘My Way’ mean?" 
• Discussion (5 min): How does this song reflect Sinatra’s life and career? 
• Activity (8 min): Groups rewrite a verse to reflect their own values. 
• Assessment (2 min): Students share their rewritten verses and vote for one verse to be 

performed by the class. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Share and connect to personal aspirations. 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate how individual choices shape legacy and cultural influence. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Compare Sinatra’s version with a modern artist’s cover. 
• Discussion (5 min): "Why has this song remained relevant for so long?" 
• Activity (8 min): Groups debate whether musical artists should be remembered for their 

personal choices or their work. 
• Assessment (2 min): Debate feedback where students provide written responses about 

their stance on the debate. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: "What legacy do we want to leave?" 

 



Frank Sinatra – Legacy & Individuality: A Lesson in Personal 
Impact 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore self-expression and legacy through music, with a focus on 
Frank Sinatra’s personal journey. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryUP.4 - Describe how individuals impact history. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Play part of “My Way.” Ask: “What do you think Sinatra is singing 

about?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Identify words that describe Sinatra’s individuality and legacy. 
• Activity (8 min): Students draw or write about a personal moment when they chose to 

do something "their way." 
• Assessment (2 min): Share their personal stories of individuality with a partner. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on being unique and discuss: “Why is it important to stay true 

to yourself?” 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze the theme of legacy in music and personal choices, focusing on 
Frank Sinatra’s cultural impact. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.3 - Explain how individuals contribute to cultural 
movements. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to the song’s lyrics. Ask: “What does ‘My Way’ mean?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Sinatra’s music reflects his individuality and how he 

became an icon of American culture. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups rewrite a verse of the song to reflect their own values, 

incorporating aspects of individuality. 
• Assessment (2 min): Share their rewritten verses with the class and vote for one verse 

to perform. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on Sinatra’s impact on music and culture, discussing: “How 

does individuality shape our legacy?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate how individual choices shape legacy and cultural influence, 
with a focus on Frank Sinatra’s impact. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.10 - Evaluate how historical figures are remembered. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Compare Sinatra’s version of “My Way” with a modern artist’s cover. 

Discuss the differences in style and interpretation. 



• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “Why has this song remained relevant for so long?” 
• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze how Sinatra’s personal choices—his music, public 

persona, and activism—have shaped his legacy. Present findings to the class. 
• Assessment (2 min): Students write a short reflection on what qualities they admire in 

Sinatra’s legacy and how those traits influence their own life choices. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What kind of legacy do we want to leave behind?” 

 

Want to learn more about Frank Sinatra and his legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more! 

 

Bruce Springsteen – "Born to Run": A Lesson in Identity and 
Struggle 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore themes of self-identity and overcoming obstacles through 
Bruce Springsteen’s music. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play part of “Born to Run.” Ask: “What emotions do you feel when 
you hear the song?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Identify themes of hope and escape in the song’s lyrics. 
• Activity (8 min): Students draw or write about a time they wanted to break free or 

follow a dream, inspired by the song. 
• Assessment (2 min): Share their stories with a partner. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on how we all have dreams and challenges to overcome. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how music reflects personal identity and social change, using 
Bruce Springsteen as a case study. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to the song’s chorus. Ask: “How does the song relate to 

struggles people face in society?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Springsteen’s lyrics reflect the struggles of working-

class Americans. 



• Activity (8 min): Groups research a historical event or figure related to social change, 
then compare that with the themes in “Born to Run.” 

• Assessment (2 min): Peer feedback on presentations. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How can music help people express their struggles?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate how music mirrors social struggles and shapes personal 
identity, focusing on Bruce Springsteen’s legacy. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a live performance of “Born to Run.” Discuss: “What impact 
does Springsteen’s performance have on the message of the song?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “How does Springsteen’s music reflect the American 
experience and identity?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze how Springsteen’s themes of struggle and identity 
resonate today, then present their findings. 

• Assessment (2 min): Short reflection on how music can shape or reflect personal and 
societal identity. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How does Springsteen’s story connect with your own?” 

 

Want to learn more about Bruce Springsteen and his legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of 
Fame at American Dream for more! 

 

Jon Bon Jovi – "Livin’ on a Prayer": A Lesson in Resilience and 
Hope 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore the themes of resilience and hope through Jon Bon Jovi’s 
music. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play part of “Livin’ on a Prayer.” Ask: “How does the song make you 
feel?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Identify lyrics that express hope and perseverance. 



• Activity (8 min): Students draw or write about a time when they felt hopeful during a 
tough situation, inspired by the song. 

• Assessment (2 min): Share their stories with a partner. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on how hope can help us overcome obstacles. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how music reflects resilience and collective strength, using Jon 
Bon Jovi as a case study. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to the song’s chorus. Ask: “What challenges do the characters 

in the song face?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how the song’s message of hope resonates with people 

facing adversity. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research a social issue where hope and perseverance played a 

key role in making change, and compare it to the song’s themes. 
• Assessment (2 min): Peer feedback on presentations. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How can music inspire us to face challenges?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate how music represents social issues and reflects collective 
resilience, focusing on Jon Bon Jovi’s impact. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a live performance of “Livin’ on a Prayer.” Ask: “How does the 
performance amplify the song’s message?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “What makes a song like this resonate with different 
generations?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze how Bon Jovi’s advocacy and music influence social 
change and personal resilience, then present their findings. 

• Assessment (2 min): Short essay on how Bon Jovi’s music can inspire social movements. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What role does music play in inspiring collective action?” 

 

Want to learn more about Jon Bon Jovi and his legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more! 

 



Count Basie – Jazz and Innovation: A Lesson in Creativity and 
Collaboration 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore the themes of creativity and collaboration through Count 
Basie’s contributions to jazz music. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a short clip of a Count Basie performance. Ask: “What 
instruments do you hear, and how do they make you feel?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how jazz music involves creativity and working together. 
• Activity (8 min): Students create a simple rhythm pattern or short song in small groups, 

using their voices or classroom instruments. 
• Assessment (2 min): Groups perform their compositions for the class. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss how different instruments and people can come together to 

create something unique. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how Count Basie revolutionized jazz music through innovation 
and collaboration. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a clip of “One O'Clock Jump.” Ask: “What makes this piece 

stand out from other types of music you’ve heard?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Basie’s innovation in jazz helped shape the sound of the 

20th century. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research another jazz artist who worked with Basie or 

influenced his style, and present their findings to the class. 
• Assessment (2 min): Peer feedback on presentations. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How does creativity in music help shape culture?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate how Count Basie’s musical innovation and collaboration 
transformed jazz and American music. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a video performance of Basie’s orchestra. Ask: “How do you 
think Basie’s leadership and innovation influenced jazz music?” 



• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “What makes Count Basie’s contributions to jazz music so 
important to American culture?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research the impact of Basie’s music on later genres (such as 
rock, pop, or R&B) and present their findings. 

• Assessment (2 min): Short reflection on how Basie’s music has influenced contemporary 
musicians. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What role does creativity and collaboration play in music 
and in life?” 

 

Want to learn more about Count Basie and his legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more! 

 

Les Paul – Innovation in Music: A Lesson in Creativity and 
Technology 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore the role of innovation and creativity in music through Les Paul’s 
inventions and contributions. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a short clip of Les Paul’s “How High the Moon.” Ask: “What 
makes this music sound different from other songs?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss Les Paul’s invention of the electric guitar and its impact on 
music. 

• Activity (8 min): Students design and draw their own "musical invention" that could 
change the way we make music, like Les Paul’s electric guitar. 

• Assessment (2 min): Share their inventions and explain how it could improve or change 
music. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss how creativity can lead to new ways of making and enjoying 
music. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how Les Paul’s innovations in music technology transformed 
sound and performance. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 



• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a clip of Les Paul’s “Vaya Con Dios.” Ask: “How does the 
sound of the guitar stand out in this piece?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss Les Paul’s contributions to music technology, including 
multi-track recording and the electric guitar. 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research another musical innovation (e.g., synthesizers, drum 
machines) and present how it changed music, comparing it to Les Paul’s inventions. 

• Assessment (2 min): Peer feedback on presentations. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How do technological innovations in music shape culture?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate the lasting impact of Les Paul’s innovations on modern music 
and sound technology. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a video of Les Paul performing. Ask: “How does the use of the 
electric guitar in this performance compare to other instruments in popular music?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “How did Les Paul’s technological contributions influence 
the evolution of modern music?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research the impact of Les Paul’s inventions on contemporary 
musicians and music genres, then present their findings. 

• Assessment (2 min): Write a short reflection on how technological advancements in 
music have affected their personal music tastes. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What role does technology play in shaping the future of 
music?” 

 

Want to learn more about Les Paul and his legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more! 

 

Frankie Valli – "Can’t Take My Eyes Off You": Identity and 
Influence in Pop Culture 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore how music reflects identity and emotions through Frankie 
Valli’s contributions to pop culture. 



• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play the opening of “Can’t Take My Eyes Off You.” Ask: “How does 
this song make you feel?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss the power of music to express emotions and identify the 
feelings conveyed through the song. 

• Activity (8 min): Students write a short letter to someone they admire, inspired by the 
song’s theme of admiration. 

• Assessment (2 min): Share letters with a partner. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss how music can help us express our feelings toward others. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how pop culture icons like Frankie Valli influence society 
through music and style. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to the song’s chorus. Ask: “What makes this song memorable 

and catchy?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss Frankie Valli’s influence on the pop music scene and how his 

voice became iconic. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research other pop culture icons from the same era and 

compare their influence to Valli’s in terms of music and style. 
• Assessment (2 min): Peer feedback on group presentations. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What qualities make someone an icon in pop culture?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate the lasting impact of Frankie Valli’s music and persona on 
American culture and identity. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Compare “Can’t Take My Eyes Off You” with a modern pop song. Ask: 
“How does this song connect with or differ from today’s pop music?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “What makes Frankie Valli’s style and sound timeless?” 
• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze how Frankie Valli’s music continues to influence artists 

today, then present their findings. 
• Assessment (2 min): Write a reflection on how pop culture icons influence modern 

music trends. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What role does nostalgia play in the lasting power of an 

artist?” 

 



Want to learn more about Frankie Valli and his legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more! 

 

Tony Bennett – "I Left My Heart in San Francisco": Legacy, 
Love, and Longevity 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore themes of love and legacy through Tony Bennett’s music and 
long-lasting career. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play part of “I Left My Heart in San Francisco.” Ask: “What kind of 
emotions do you feel when listening to this song?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss the idea of legacy and how music can express feelings of 
love and longing. 

• Activity (8 min): Students draw or write about something they love, inspired by the 
song’s message. 

• Assessment (2 min): Share drawings or writings with a partner. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on how Tony Bennett’s music makes us think about love and 

the places that are important to us. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze the lasting impact of Tony Bennett’s music and career on 
American culture. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to the chorus of “I Left My Heart in San Francisco.” Ask: “Why 

do you think this song has remained so popular for so long?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss the elements of Tony Bennett’s music that make it timeless 

and connect with multiple generations. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research another artist whose career has lasted over many 

decades, and present how their music has influenced pop culture, comparing it to Tony 
Bennett’s influence. 

• Assessment (2 min): Peer feedback on presentations. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What makes certain songs last for generations?” 

Grades 9-12 



Objective: Students will evaluate the cultural and artistic impact of Tony Bennett’s career and 
how his music transcends time. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a video of Tony Bennett performing live. Ask: “What makes 
Tony Bennett’s performance style stand out from other artists?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “How has Tony Bennett’s longevity in music influenced the 
perception of jazz and traditional pop music?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze Tony Bennett’s collaborations with other artists (like 
Lady Gaga) and how these collaborations represent the blending of classic and 
contemporary styles. 

• Assessment (2 min): Write a reflection on how Bennett’s career exemplifies the 
blending of music genres over time. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What does Tony Bennett’s legacy teach us about longevity 
in the music industry?” 

 

Want to learn more about Tony Bennett and his legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more! 

 

Queen Latifah – Breaking Barriers: A Lesson in Empowerment 
and Diversity 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore themes of empowerment, diversity, and breaking barriers 
through Queen Latifah’s career. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play part of “U.N.I.T.Y.” Ask: “What message do you think Queen 
Latifah is sending through this song?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Queen Latifah has used her music and acting career to 
challenge stereotypes and empower people. 

• Activity (8 min): Students write or draw about a time they felt empowered or stood up 
for themselves or others. 

• Assessment (2 min): Share their stories with a partner. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on how Queen Latifah’s music and message can inspire us to 

be strong and stand up for what’s right. 



Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how Queen Latifah’s career as a musician, actress, and activist 
has influenced culture and empowered others. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a clip of “U.N.I.T.Y.” Ask: “What words or phrases stand out 

to you in this song?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Queen Latifah has used her platform to promote 

diversity, empowerment, and social justice. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research another artist or public figure who has broken barriers 

in music or entertainment, and present their findings. 
• Assessment (2 min): Peer feedback on group presentations. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How can we use our own voices to empower others?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate Queen Latifah’s influence on music, pop culture, and social 
movements, focusing on empowerment and representation. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a video of Queen Latifah performing or speaking about her 
activism. Ask: “What role do you think Queen Latifah plays in breaking down cultural 
barriers?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “How has Queen Latifah used her platform to redefine what 
it means to be a woman in hip-hop and entertainment?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research the impact of Queen Latifah’s activism on the music 
industry or society, comparing it to the influence of other musicians or public figures. 

• Assessment (2 min): Write a reflection on the role of music and celebrities in promoting 
social change. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What impact can music and culture have on social 
movements?” 

 

Want to learn more about Queen Latifah and her legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more! 

 

John "Bucky" Pizzarelli – Master of Jazz Guitar: A Lesson in 
Musical Mastery and Legacy 



Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore the role of John "Bucky" Pizzarelli in shaping jazz music and 
guitar techniques. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip of Bucky Pizzarelli’s jazz guitar performance. Ask: “How 
does this music make you feel?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss the role of guitar in jazz and how Bucky Pizzarelli contributed 
to jazz music. 

• Activity (8 min): Students draw or write about a favorite instrument and how they think 
it can shape the sound of music. 

• Assessment (2 min): Share their drawings or writings with a partner. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on how a single musician can have a lasting impact on a genre 

of music. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze Bucky Pizzarelli’s influence on jazz guitar and how his work 
helped define the genre. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a piece by Bucky Pizzarelli. Ask: “What makes his guitar 

playing stand out?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Pizzarelli’s mastery of guitar technique has influenced 

jazz music, focusing on his contributions to the genre. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research a famous jazz musician or guitarist and present how 

their music shaped the evolution of jazz. 
• Assessment (2 min): Peer feedback on group presentations. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “Why is it important to preserve the legacy of musicians who 

shape genres like jazz?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate John "Bucky" Pizzarelli’s legacy in jazz music, focusing on his 
contributions to guitar techniques and improvisation. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a video of Bucky Pizzarelli performing live. Ask: “What do you 
notice about his guitar style and how it fits within jazz?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “How do musicians like Bucky Pizzarelli push the boundaries 
of a genre through innovation and technique?” 



• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze how Bucky Pizzarelli influenced modern guitarists and 
jazz artists, and present their findings. 

• Assessment (2 min): Write a reflection on how Pizzarelli’s contributions to guitar have 
influenced contemporary jazz music. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How can we honor the legacy of pioneering musicians like 
Bucky Pizzarelli?” 

 

Want to learn more about John “Bucky” Pizzarelli and his legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of 
Fame at American Dream for more! 

 

John Travolta – A Legacy in Film and Dance: Breaking Barriers 
in Hollywood 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore how John Travolta's work in film and dance has influenced pop 
culture. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip from "Grease" or "Saturday Night Fever." Ask: “What kind 
of energy do you feel from Travolta’s performance?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how John Travolta’s dance moves and acting skills changed 
the entertainment industry. 

• Activity (8 min): Students draw or write about a favorite movie scene and what made it 
memorable. 

• Assessment (2 min): Share drawings or writings with a partner. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on how John Travolta's performances continue to inspire 

actors and dancers today. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how John Travolta’s career in film and his dance performances 
shaped popular culture. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a short clip from “Saturday Night Fever” or “Pulp Fiction.” Ask: 

“What makes John Travolta stand out in this role?” 



• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Travolta helped bring dance and music to a mainstream 
audience through film. 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research other actors or entertainers who broke barriers in 
their careers and compare their influence to Travolta’s. 

• Assessment (2 min): Peer feedback on group presentations. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What role does an actor’s performance play in shaping the 

success of a movie?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate the impact of John Travolta’s film career on Hollywood and 
pop culture, examining his versatility and iconic roles. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a scene from “Pulp Fiction” or “Grease.” Ask: “How do you 
think Travolta’s roles have influenced Hollywood’s portrayal of characters?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “What makes John Travolta’s performances in ‘Saturday 
Night Fever’ and ‘Grease’ so iconic?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze how Travolta’s dance performances have influenced 
pop culture, then present how his film roles shaped movie history. 

• Assessment (2 min): Write a reflection on the impact of Travolta’s work in shaping 
modern film. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What legacy has John Travolta left on both the movie 
industry and popular culture?” 

 

Want to learn more about John Travolta and his legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more! 

 

E Street Band – The Heart of Bruce Springsteen’s Sound: A 
Lesson in Collaboration and Impact 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore how the E Street Band contributes to the sound and success of 
Bruce Springsteen’s music. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 



• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip from a popular Bruce Springsteen song featuring the E 
Street Band (e.g., “Born to Run”). Ask: “How do the instruments in this song make you 
feel?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how the members of the E Street Band each bring 
something unique to the music. 

• Activity (8 min): Students pick an instrument from the band (e.g., saxophone, guitar, 
drums) and write or draw how they think it helps make the song sound the way it does. 

• Assessment (2 min): Share drawings or writings with a partner. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on how collaboration in music creates a unique sound that 

wouldn’t be the same with just one person. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how the E Street Band’s collaborative work defines Bruce 
Springsteen’s music and contributes to his success. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a song by Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band. Ask: 

“How does the energy of the band create an impact on the song?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how each member of the E Street Band contributes to 

creating Bruce Springsteen’s signature sound. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research the individual members of the E Street Band and 

present how each one adds to the band’s musical identity. 
• Assessment (2 min): Peer feedback on group presentations. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What makes a band’s collaboration important to the success 

of their music?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate the impact of the E Street Band on Bruce Springsteen’s music 
and legacy, and the importance of collaboration in creating iconic music. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a live performance by Bruce Springsteen and the E Street 
Band. Ask: “How does the energy and coordination of the band impact the 
performance?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “How has the E Street Band helped define Bruce 
Springsteen’s musical style and legacy?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze how the E Street Band’s musical collaboration has 
influenced modern rock bands and the music industry. 

• Assessment (2 min): Write a reflection on the role of collaboration in creating iconic 
music. 



• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How does the E Street Band’s music continue to inspire 
artists today?” 

 

Want to learn more about E Street Band and their legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame 
at American Dream for more! 

 

Sarah Vaughan – The Voice of Jazz: A Lesson in Musical 
Expression and Legacy 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore how Sarah Vaughan’s unique voice and jazz influence shaped 
the music world. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip of Sarah Vaughan’s song “Misty.” Ask: “What emotions do 
you hear in Sarah Vaughan’s voice?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Sarah Vaughan’s voice is different from other singers 
and what makes it so special. 

• Activity (8 min): Students write or draw about how they would describe their own voice 
and the emotions they could express through it. 

• Assessment (2 min): Share their drawings or writings with a partner. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on how a powerful voice like Sarah Vaughan’s can tell a story 

through music. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how Sarah Vaughan’s jazz influence and vocal technique 
helped shape the genre and impact modern music. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to Sarah Vaughan’s performance of “Send in the Clowns.” Ask: 

“What makes Sarah Vaughan’s vocal style unique compared to other artists?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Sarah Vaughan’s vocal techniques influenced jazz and 

other music genres. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research another iconic jazz musician and compare their vocal 

style and influence to Sarah Vaughan’s. 
• Assessment (2 min): Peer feedback on group presentations. 



• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How does music tell stories and convey emotions differently 
with vocal techniques?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate Sarah Vaughan’s influence on jazz music and vocal 
performance, and how her legacy continues to shape music today. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a live performance of Sarah Vaughan. Ask: “How does her 
delivery and phrasing impact the song?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “What sets Sarah Vaughan apart from other jazz vocalists, 
and how did she change the genre?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze how Sarah Vaughan’s vocal style influenced later jazz 
singers and modern vocalists across various genres. 

• Assessment (2 min): Write a reflection on how vocalists like Sarah Vaughan have 
changed the way music is perceived and performed. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What legacy do artists like Sarah Vaughan leave on the 
music industry?” 

 

Want to learn more about Sarah Vaughan and her legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame 
at American Dream for more! 

 

Celia Cruz – The Queen of Salsa: A Lesson in Cultural 
Expression and Legacy 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore how Celia Cruz’s music and vibrant persona helped popularize 
salsa music and Latin culture. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip of Celia Cruz’s “La Vida Es Un Carnaval.” Ask: “What 
feelings do you get from the music and her singing?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Celia Cruz’s music brings energy and celebrates Latin 
culture. 



• Activity (8 min): Students draw or write about a celebration or joyful moment they’ve 
experienced and how music can make that moment feel special. 

• Assessment (2 min): Share their drawings or writings with a partner. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on how Celia Cruz used music to bring happiness and a sense 

of community to people. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how Celia Cruz’s influence on salsa music brought Latin culture 
into mainstream music. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a short clip of “Oye Como Va” by Celia Cruz. Ask: “What 

makes this song feel energetic and celebratory?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Celia Cruz helped make salsa music popular worldwide 

and what cultural impact her music had. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research how salsa music influenced American music and pop 

culture and present their findings. 
• Assessment (2 min): Peer feedback on group presentations. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How can music connect people from different cultures?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate Celia Cruz’s legacy in the music world, focusing on how her 
work in salsa helped shape global musical trends and celebrate Latin identity. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a performance of Celia Cruz singing “La Vida Es Un Carnaval.” 
Ask: “What makes Celia Cruz’s performance stand out in this song?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “How did Celia Cruz use her platform to bring Latin music 
and culture into the mainstream?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze how Celia Cruz influenced Latin music genres like salsa 
and merengue, and compare her impact to other global music icons. 

• Assessment (2 min): Write a reflection on how Celia Cruz’s legacy continues to inspire 
artists today. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What makes Celia Cruz a cultural icon, and how has she 
shaped music history?” 

 

Want to learn more about Celia Cruz and her legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more! 



 

Whitney Houston – The Voice of a Generation: A Lesson in 
Musical Talent and Influence 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore how Whitney Houston’s powerful voice and music made a 
lasting impact on the music industry and popular culture. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip of Whitney Houston’s “I Will Always Love You.” Ask: “How 
does her voice make you feel?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss the power of Whitney Houston’s voice and what made her 
stand out as an artist. 

• Activity (8 min): Students write or draw about a moment when they were inspired by a 
song or voice, and how it made them feel. 

• Assessment (2 min): Share their reflections with a partner. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on how Whitney Houston used her voice to connect with and 

inspire people all over the world. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how Whitney Houston’s vocal technique and music influenced 
pop, soul, and R&B genres. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a clip from “Greatest Love of All.” Ask: “What is it about her 

voice that makes this song so powerful?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss Whitney Houston’s ability to blend pop, soul, and R&B into a 

unique sound. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research Whitney Houston’s impact on other artists and 

present how she influenced contemporary music. 
• Assessment (2 min): Peer feedback on group presentations. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How does Whitney Houston’s music continue to inspire 

artists today?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate Whitney Houston’s musical legacy, focusing on her 
contributions to music and her cultural influence. 



• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a live performance of “I Will Always Love You.” Ask: “What 
makes Whitney Houston’s performance memorable and timeless?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “What made Whitney Houston one of the greatest vocalists 
of all time, and how did her music change the pop and R&B landscape?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze how Whitney Houston’s influence shaped modern pop 
music and inspired both vocalists and producers. 

• Assessment (2 min): Write a reflection on how Whitney Houston’s voice and songs have 
left a lasting mark on music history. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What is Whitney Houston’s enduring legacy, and why is she 
still regarded as one of the greatest voices in music history?” 

 

Want to learn more about Whitney Houston and her legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of 
Fame at American Dream for more! 

 

Dionne Warwick – The Voice of Soul and Pop: A Lesson in 
Musical Impact and Legacy 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore how Dionne Warwick’s music and voice helped bridge the gap 
between pop and soul music. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip from Dionne Warwick’s “Walk On By.” Ask: “What 
emotions do you hear in her voice and music?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Dionne Warwick’s smooth vocal style blends elements 
of pop and soul. 

• Activity (8 min): Students write or draw about how music can express emotions and 
how a song can make them feel. 

• Assessment (2 min): Share their drawings or writings with a partner. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on how music like Dionne Warwick’s can help people connect 

to their emotions and experiences. 

Grades 6-8 



Objective: Students will analyze Dionne Warwick’s influence on pop, soul, and R&B music, and 
her role as a cultural icon. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a clip of Dionne Warwick’s “I Say a Little Prayer.” Ask: “How 

do the lyrics and melody of this song create a memorable feeling?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Dionne Warwick’s music influenced pop and soul artists 

of the 60s and 70s. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research Dionne Warwick’s collaborations with famous 

songwriters like Burt Bacharach and Hal David, and present how their partnership 
shaped her sound. 

• Assessment (2 min): Peer feedback on group presentations. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What makes Dionne Warwick an important figure in music 

history?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate Dionne Warwick’s musical legacy and how her voice bridged 
the gap between pop and soul music. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a live performance of Dionne Warwick singing “Do You Know 
the Way to San Jose?” Ask: “What stands out in her performance and delivery?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “How did Dionne Warwick’s unique blend of pop and soul 
help shape the sound of the 60s and 70s music?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze the impact of Dionne Warwick’s collaborations with 
famous songwriters and how they influenced music production. 

• Assessment (2 min): Write a reflection on Dionne Warwick’s legacy and how she 
continues to inspire artists today. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How does Dionne Warwick’s music still resonate with 
modern audiences?” 

 

Want to learn more about Dionne Warwick and her legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame 
at American Dream for more! 

 

Dizzy Gillespie – A Pioneer of Bebop: A Lesson in Jazz 
Innovation and Legacy 



Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore how Dizzy Gillespie helped shape the evolution of jazz through 
his innovative approach to music. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a short clip from Dizzy Gillespie’s “A Night in Tunisia.” Ask: 
“What do you hear in the music that feels different or new?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Dizzy Gillespie changed the way jazz was played and 
how his music made people feel. 

• Activity (8 min): Students create their own simple rhythm or melody and share how 
they think it can make people feel. 

• Assessment (2 min): Share their rhythms or melodies with the class and discuss the 
emotions they were trying to convey. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on how jazz musicians like Dizzy Gillespie changed the way 
music is made and enjoyed. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how Dizzy Gillespie’s contributions to bebop influenced jazz 
and the broader music world. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a portion of Dizzy Gillespie’s “Salt Peanuts.” Ask: “How does 

this music feel compared to other jazz songs you’ve heard?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Dizzy Gillespie’s bebop style was different from earlier 

forms of jazz and what made it unique. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research other jazz musicians who helped create bebop and 

compare their styles to Dizzy Gillespie’s. 
• Assessment (2 min): Peer feedback on group presentations. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What made Dizzy Gillespie a key figure in the evolution of 

jazz?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate Dizzy Gillespie’s influence on jazz and his role in transforming 
the genre with the development of bebop. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a performance of Dizzy Gillespie playing “A Night in Tunisia.” 
Ask: “What musical elements do you hear that are unique to bebop?” 



• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “How did Dizzy Gillespie’s innovations in jazz impact 
modern music and jazz musicians today?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research the historical context of bebop and its influence on 
future jazz musicians, presenting how it changed the direction of the genre. 

• Assessment (2 min): Write a reflection on how Dizzy Gillespie’s music and approach to 
jazz shaped the future of music. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What is Dizzy Gillespie’s lasting legacy in jazz and music 
history?” 

 

Want to learn more about Dizzy Gillespie and his legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more! 

 

The Shirelles – Girl Group Pioneers: A Lesson in Influence and 
Innovation 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore how The Shirelles paved the way for girl groups in the 1960s 
and beyond with their timeless sound. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip from The Shirelles' “Will You Love Me Tomorrow.” Ask: 
“How does the music make you feel? What emotions do you hear in their voices?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how The Shirelles helped define the sound of the 60s and 
how girl groups influenced pop music. 

• Activity (8 min): Students create their own simple group song, focusing on emotions 
they want to express. 

• Assessment (2 min): Share their songs with a partner or small group and discuss how 
their music made others feel. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on how The Shirelles set the stage for future girl groups and 
how their music still resonates today. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze the impact of The Shirelles on pop and R&B music, focusing on 
their role in the evolution of girl groups. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 



• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a portion of “Baby It’s You.” Ask: “What makes this song 
memorable? What do you notice about their vocal style?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how The Shirelles influenced other girl groups and how their 
music blended pop, R&B, and soul. 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research other famous girl groups from the 60s and compare 
them to The Shirelles. 

• Assessment (2 min): Peer feedback on group presentations. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What is the significance of The Shirelles in the evolution of 

music and girl groups?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate The Shirelles’ impact on the music industry and their role in 
the rise of girl groups and the girl power movement. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a performance of “Will You Love Me Tomorrow.” Ask: “What 
elements of the song stand out to you and why?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “How did The Shirelles influence the role of women in music 
and pop culture in the 60s and beyond?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research the rise of girl groups, starting with The Shirelles, and 
present their impact on the music industry. 

• Assessment (2 min): Write a reflection on how The Shirelles helped shape modern pop 
and R&B music. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What legacy did The Shirelles leave on the music industry 
and popular culture?” 

 

Want to learn more about The Shirelles and their legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more! 

 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore how Kool & the Gang blended funk, soul, and pop to create 
timeless music that continues to inspire. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip from Kool & the Gang’s “Celebration.” Ask: “What makes 
this song feel upbeat and fun? How does it make you want to move?” 



• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Kool & the Gang’s fusion of different musical styles like 
funk, soul, and pop made them unique. 

• Activity (8 min): Students create a simple rhythm or dance move inspired by the energy 
of “Celebration.” 

• Assessment (2 min): Share rhythms or dance moves with a partner and discuss how 
they express joy and togetherness. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on how music can bring people together and celebrate 
moments. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze Kool & the Gang’s influence on funk, soul, and pop music and 
how their music crossed cultural and generational lines. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a portion of “Jungle Boogie.” Ask: “What instruments and 

rhythms do you hear in this song? What makes it sound funky?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Kool & the Gang’s fusion of styles helped shape the 

funk genre and contributed to the mainstream popularity of funk and soul. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research how Kool & the Gang influenced other artists and 

genres, presenting their findings on the group’s legacy. 
• Assessment (2 min): Peer feedback on group presentations. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How did Kool & the Gang make funk music accessible to all 

generations?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate Kool & the Gang’s musical legacy and their role in popularizing 
funk and soul while shaping pop music in the 70s and 80s. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a performance of “Get Down On It.” Ask: “What do you notice 
about the blend of instruments and how it creates a funky groove?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “How did Kool & the Gang bridge the gap between funk, 
soul, and pop, and what influence did that have on future music?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research the cultural impact of “Celebration” as a song of unity 
and explore its role in pop culture events. 

• Assessment (2 min): Write a reflection on how Kool & the Gang’s music continues to 
influence modern artists and popular culture. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What lasting legacy did Kool & the Gang leave on the music 
industry?” 

 



Want to learn more about Kool and the Gang and their legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of 
Fame at American Dream for more! 

 

Tommy James – Rock and Roll Icon: A Lesson in Musical 
Innovation and Legacy 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore Tommy James’ impact on rock and roll and how his music 
helped define the 1960s sound. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip from Tommy James and the Shondells' “Crimson and 
Clover.” Ask: “What do you think the music makes you feel? What emotions do you hear 
in the song?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Tommy James’ music was different from other rock 
songs in the 60s and what made it unique. 

• Activity (8 min): Students create their own song lyrics based on the idea of mixing 
different emotions in one song, like "Crimson and Clover." 

• Assessment (2 min): Share their lyrics with a partner and discuss the emotions 
conveyed. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on how Tommy James influenced the sound of rock music 
with his innovative approach. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how Tommy James’ blending of rock, pop, and psychedelia 
shaped the music of the 60s and beyond. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a portion of “I Think We’re Alone Now.” Ask: “What do you 

notice about the song’s beat and lyrics? What makes it catchy?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Tommy James' music helped define the sound of the 

1960s, mixing pop, rock, and a bit of psychedelia. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research other influential 60s rock artists and compare their 

musical styles to Tommy James and the Shondells. 
• Assessment (2 min): Peer feedback on group presentations. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How did Tommy James help shape the direction of pop and 

rock music in the 60s?” 



Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate Tommy James’ contribution to the rock and roll genre and his 
influence on the development of psychedelic rock and pop music. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a performance of “Crimson and Clover.” Ask: “What makes 
this song stand out musically and lyrically? How does it fit into the 60s music scene?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “What was Tommy James’ role in blending rock with 
psychedelic influences, and how did this impact future generations of musicians?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research the influence of Tommy James on later artists and 
how his genre-blending approach shaped the rock and pop genres. 

• Assessment (2 min): Write a reflection on how Tommy James’ music still resonates in 
modern pop and rock culture. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What lasting impact did Tommy James have on the music 
industry?” 

 

Want to learn more about Tommy James and his legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more! 

 

Wyclef Jean – Musical Fusion and Social Change: A Lesson in 
Innovation and Advocacy 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore how Wyclef Jean blends hip-hop, reggae, and global sounds 
while promoting social change through music. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip from Wyclef Jean's “Gone Till November.” Ask: “What 
instruments do you hear in this song? How does it make you feel?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Wyclef Jean’s music combines different genres and why 
that makes his sound unique. 

• Activity (8 min): Students work in pairs to create their own song or poem about a cause 
they care about, inspired by Wyclef Jean’s commitment to social issues. 

• Assessment (2 min): Share their song or poem with another pair and discuss how music 
can address important topics. 



• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on how music can be a powerful tool for advocacy and 
change. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how Wyclef Jean blends diverse musical styles and explores 
global issues in his music. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a portion of Wyclef Jean’s “Hips Don’t Lie” (with Shakira). 

Ask: “What makes this collaboration special? How do the musical styles differ, but still 
work together?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Wyclef Jean’s music bridges cultures and how his work 
with different artists has made an impact on global music. 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research the role of music in social activism and present an 
example of a song that addresses an important issue. 

• Assessment (2 min): Peer feedback on group presentations. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How can music help raise awareness and bring about social 

change?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate Wyclef Jean’s musical innovation and his role in addressing 
global and social issues through his art. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a music video from Wyclef Jean’s “Sweetest Girl (Dollar Bill).” 
Ask: “How does the video reflect the themes of the song? What message do you think 
Wyclef Jean is trying to convey?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “How do Wyclef Jean’s musical collaborations and activism 
reflect his views on social justice and global awareness?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research Wyclef Jean’s charitable work and explore how his 
music has raised awareness for issues like poverty and education. 

• Assessment (2 min): Write a reflection on how music can inspire social change, citing 
Wyclef Jean’s career as an example. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How can artists use their platform to make a difference in 
the world?” 

 

Want to learn more about Wyclef Jean and his legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more! 



 

The Four Seasons – Pop Perfection and Harmony: A Lesson in 
Musical Innovation and Legacy 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore how The Four Seasons helped define the pop sound of the 
1960s and why their music still resonates today. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip from “Sherry.” Ask: “What do you notice about the 
harmony and rhythm in this song?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how The Four Seasons created a unique sound with their 
harmonies and upbeat melodies. 

• Activity (8 min): Students work in small groups to create their own simple harmony by 
singing or clapping along to a familiar tune. 

• Assessment (2 min): Share their harmonies with the class and discuss how different 
voices come together to create a fuller sound. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on how harmony and melody contribute to the success of a 
song. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how The Four Seasons’ harmonies and innovative sound 
influenced pop music in the 1960s. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a portion of “Big Girls Don’t Cry.” Ask: “What makes this 

song catchy? How does the harmony play a role in making it memorable?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how The Four Seasons’ vocal harmonies and distinct pop 

style helped them become one of the most successful groups of the 1960s. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research other influential pop groups of the 1960s and 

compare their sound and impact to that of The Four Seasons. 
• Assessment (2 min): Peer feedback on group presentations. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What made The Four Seasons stand out in the 1960s pop 

music scene?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate The Four Seasons’ lasting impact on pop music and their 
unique role in shaping the sound of the 1960s. 



• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a performance of “Rag Doll.” Ask: “How do the vocal 
harmonies and instrumental arrangement shape the mood of the song?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “How did The Four Seasons blend traditional pop with 
innovative sound and harmony to create timeless music?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research the influence of The Four Seasons on later pop music 
and artists, presenting their findings on the group’s musical legacy. 

• Assessment (2 min): Write a reflection on how The Four Seasons’ music continues to 
influence today’s pop culture. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “Why do you think The Four Seasons’ music remains popular 
and relevant decades after its release?” 

 

Want to learn more about The Four Seasons and their legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of 
Fame at American Dream for more! 

 

Gloria Gaynor – "I Will Survive": A Lesson in Resilience and 
Empowerment 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore the theme of resilience and discuss how challenges shape 
personal growth. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryUP.6 - Compare life experiences and perspectives of 
individuals in historical accounts. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a short clip of "I Will Survive." Ask: "What emotions do you hear 
in the song?" 

• Discussion (5 min): In groups, students identify lyrics that show strength and 
perseverance. 

• Activity (8 min): Students create a short skit or drawing that represents a moment of 
overcoming adversity. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Share and discuss: "Why do we admire stories of resilience?" 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how music reflects personal and social resilience. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryUP.5 - Explain how music and art reflect social change. 



• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to the chorus of "I Will Survive." Ask: "What historical events 
or movements might connect with this song?" 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how the song became an anthem for resilience in different 
communities. 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research a historical figure or movement that demonstrated 
resilience and present connections to the song. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: "How do songs help people through tough times?" 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate the cultural and historical impact of "I Will Survive." 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryUP.4 - Analyze how art and music reflect and influence 
societal values. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a short interview clip of Gloria Gaynor discussing the song’s 
meaning. 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: "Why do certain songs become anthems for change?" 
• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze a different song with a similar theme and present their 

findings. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: "How does music empower people?" 

 

Want to learn more about Gloria Gaynor and her legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more! 

 

Debbie Harry – Punk Rock and Pop Innovation: A Lesson in 
Breaking Boundaries 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore how Debbie Harry’s unique style helped shape the punk and 
new wave music scenes. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip of Blondie’s "Heart of Glass." Ask: “What do you notice 
about the rhythm and style of this song?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Debbie Harry’s blending of punk rock and pop music 
helped create a new genre. Ask: “How do different styles of music come together in this 
song?” 



• Activity (8 min): Students work in pairs to create a short poem or rap that blends two 
different musical styles. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Share the poems or raps with the class and discuss the creativity 
behind combining styles. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how Debbie Harry’s punk and pop fusion influenced the music 
of the late 20th century. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a portion of Blondie’s "Call Me." Ask: “What makes this 

song stand out compared to other songs from the same time?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Debbie Harry’s image and music challenged norms and 

what it meant to break from mainstream culture in the 1970s and 80s. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research punk rock and new wave music movements, 

presenting their findings on how Blondie and Debbie Harry contributed to these genres. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “Why is it important for artists to push boundaries in music?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate Debbie Harry’s impact on music and pop culture, especially 
her role in shaping punk rock and new wave. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a live performance of Blondie’s "Rapture." Ask: “How does 
this performance capture the energy and innovation of Debbie Harry and Blondie’s 
music?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “How did Debbie Harry challenge the traditional roles of 
women in rock music, and why was her approach revolutionary?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze the evolution of Blondie’s sound over the years and 
how it influenced later music genres. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What role do artists like Debbie Harry play in pushing 
cultural and musical boundaries?” 

 

Want to learn more about Debbie Harry and her legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more! 

 



Steven Van Zandt – Rock & Roll and Social Change: A Lesson in 
Musical Advocacy and Innovation 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore Steven Van Zandt’s role in both music and activism, 
emphasizing how artists can use their platform for social change. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryUP.6 - Compare life experiences and perspectives of 
individuals in historical accounts. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip from “I Am a Patriot” by Steven Van Zandt. Ask: “What is 
this song about? How does it make you feel?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Steven Van Zandt’s music expresses his views on 
freedom and activism. 

• Activity (8 min): Students work in small groups to create a “freedom song” of their own, 
expressing something important to them. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Share their songs and discuss how music can promote positive 
change. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how Steven Van Zandt uses music to advocate for social issues 
and promote change. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a portion of “Sun City” by Artists United Against Apartheid, 

which Van Zandt helped organize. Ask: “What message does this song communicate?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss the social and political issues that Steven Van Zandt 

addresses through his music and activism. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research a historical figure or movement that used music for 

advocacy and present their findings. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How can artists use their voice to inspire change?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate Steven Van Zandt’s influence on both the music industry and 
social activism, highlighting his dual impact on rock music and global awareness. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch an interview or performance clip of Steven Van Zandt 
discussing his activism. Ask: “What role does Van Zandt believe music plays in creating 
social change?” 



• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “Do you think musicians have a responsibility to speak out 
about social and political issues? Why or why not?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups explore Van Zandt’s efforts in creating Artists United Against 
Apartheid and its impact on the anti-apartheid movement, presenting their research. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How can music help influence political and social 
movements around the world?” 

 

Want to learn more about Steven Van Zandt and his legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame 
at American Dream for more! 

 

Southside Johnny Lyon – Soul, Blues, and New Jersey’s Sound: 
A Lesson in Musical Innovation and Regional Influence 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore Southside Johnny Lyon’s contributions to soul and blues music 
and how his sound became synonymous with New Jersey’s music scene. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip from Southside Johnny & The Asbury Jukes’ “I Don’t Want 
to Go Home.” Ask: “How does the music make you feel? What instruments do you 
hear?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Southside Johnny combines blues, soul, and rock into 
his music, and how this blend of genres creates a distinct sound. 

• Activity (8 min): Students work in pairs to create a "New Jersey Sound" playlist, mixing 
different genres to create their own unique sound. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Share playlists with the class and discuss how blending different styles 
creates something new and exciting. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how Southside Johnny Lyon and his band influenced the New 
Jersey music scene and beyond. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a portion of "The Fever" by Southside Johnny & The Asbury 

Jukes. Ask: “What makes this song stand out from other rock or blues music?” 



• Discussion (5 min): Discuss Southside Johnny Lyon’s role in shaping the Jersey Shore 
music scene and how his sound influenced other artists. 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research the history of blues and soul music in New Jersey and 
present on how Southside Johnny contributed to its growth. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How can a local scene shape the sound of an artist’s music?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate Southside Johnny Lyon’s role in the broader context of 
American music, specifically his impact on soul, blues, and rock genres. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a performance clip of Southside Johnny & The Asbury Jukes. 
Ask: “How does his performance connect the soul of blues music with the energy of 
rock?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “What makes Southside Johnny’s sound distinct from other 
soul and blues musicians? How did the New Jersey music scene influence his career?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research the influence of Southside Johnny and The Asbury 
Jukes on modern rock and soul bands, and present their findings. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What role do regional music scenes play in shaping the 
identity of an artist?” 

 

Want to learn more about Southside Johnny Lyon and his legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of 
Fame at American Dream for more! 

 

The Smithereens – Rock, Power Pop, and New Jersey’s Sound: 
A Lesson in Innovation and Regional Influence 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore The Smithereens’ unique sound and how their music blends 
rock and power pop, becoming an iconic part of New Jersey’s music legacy. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip from “Blood and Roses” by The Smithereens. Ask: “What 
do you notice about the rhythm and instruments in this song?” 



• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how The Smithereens combine rock and pop to create 
catchy, energetic music. Ask: “How does the music make you feel?” 

• Activity (8 min): Students work in pairs to create a short song with a catchy chorus, 
combining elements of rock and pop music. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Share the songs and discuss how mixing genres creates a unique 
sound. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how The Smithereens contributed to the development of 
power pop and rock music in New Jersey. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a portion of “Only a Memory” by The Smithereens. Ask: 

“What makes this song stand out from other pop or rock songs?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss The Smithereens’ role in the New Jersey music scene and 

how their sound influenced other artists and the power pop genre. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research the rise of power pop in the 1980s and present on 

how The Smithereens helped shape the genre. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How do local bands help shape the music scene in their 

area?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate The Smithereens’ legacy in the context of American rock and 
power pop music and their influence on the genre. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a live performance of The Smithereens. Ask: “How does their 
performance capture the energy and style of their music?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “What makes The Smithereens’ music timeless? How did 
they influence the evolution of power pop and rock music?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research how The Smithereens’ sound inspired modern rock 
bands and analyze their lasting influence on today’s music. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How can a band’s sound influence music genres for years to 
come?” 

 

Want to learn more about The Smithereens and their legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of 
Fame at American Dream for more! 

 



Emily "Sissy" Houston – Gospel, Soul, and Musical Legacy: A 
Lesson in Influence and Empowerment 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore Emily "Sissy" Houston's contributions to gospel and soul music 
and understand how her work as a background vocalist influenced the music of others. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip of Sissy Houston’s vocal performance, such as her 
background vocals for Aretha Franklin’s “I Say a Little Prayer.” Ask: “What do you hear in 
her voice that makes it special?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Sissy Houston’s gospel background influenced her 
soulful sound and how background vocals contribute to the energy of a song. 

• Activity (8 min): Students create a simple group chant or song with harmonies, inspired 
by gospel and soul music. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Share the songs and reflect on how harmonies help enhance a song’s 
message. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze the impact of Emily "Sissy" Houston’s work as a gospel and soul 
singer, especially her role in shaping the sound of legendary artists. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a portion of “I Say a Little Prayer,” featuring Sissy Houston’s 

vocals. Ask: “How do the background vocals change the feeling of the song?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Sissy Houston’s background vocal contributions shaped 

the careers of famous artists like Aretha Franklin and Whitney Houston. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research a famous background vocalist (like Sissy Houston) and 

present on how they helped define the sound of their associated artists. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “Why are background vocalists so important to a song’s 

overall sound?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate Emily "Sissy" Houston’s legacy as a gospel and soul singer and 
explore how she influenced both the music of major artists and the sound of American music. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 



• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a performance clip featuring Sissy Houston’s background 
vocals. Ask: “How do background vocals contribute to the soul and depth of a song?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “What impact does a background vocalist like Sissy Houston 
have on a song or artist’s success?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research the role of background vocalists in different genres of 
music and discuss how their contributions help create iconic songs. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How do background vocals shape the overall experience of a 
song and the artist’s message?” 

 

Want to learn more about Emily “Cissy” Houston and her legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of 
Fame at American Dream for more! 

 

The Nelson Family – Music, Legacy, and New Jersey’s 
Influence on American Sound 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore The Nelson Family’s musical contributions, focusing on their 
impact on rock, pop, and family legacies. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a short clip from "Garden Party" by Rick Nelson or “Poor Little 
Fool.” Ask: “What instruments do you hear? How does the music make you feel?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss the Nelson Family’s influence on American rock and pop 
music. How did Rick Nelson’s music evolve, and how did his family influence his career? 

• Activity (8 min): Students work in small groups to create a "Family Band," imagining 
what kind of music their family would make and how they would contribute to it. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Share the ideas and discuss how families can influence each other's 
music and creativity. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze the musical legacy of The Nelson Family, focusing on how Rick 
Nelson’s career shaped rock and pop music and the family’s lasting impact. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a portion of Rick Nelson’s “Travelin’ Man.” Ask: “What 

makes this song unique? How does the music reflect the culture of the time?” 



• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Rick Nelson became one of the first rock-and-roll stars 
to transition into country music and how his family’s support shaped his journey. 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research other family bands or famous musical families and 
compare their influences to the Nelsons. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What role do families play in shaping an artist’s career?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate the lasting legacy of The Nelson Family in American music, 
analyzing Rick Nelson’s influence on the development of rock and pop genres and the impact of 
family collaborations in music. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a performance clip of Rick Nelson from his TV show or live 
performances. Ask: “How did Rick Nelson blend rock, pop, and country into his unique 
sound?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “What made Rick Nelson’s career enduring? How did his 
family’s support and their own musical abilities contribute to his success?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research the Nelson Family’s impact on American music and 
create a presentation on how their influence still resonates in modern music. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How do family ties influence creativity and musical style?” 

 

Want to learn more about The Nelson Family and their legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of 
Fame at American Dream for more! 

 

Sarah Dash – Soul, Rhythm, and Empowerment: A Lesson in 
Voice and Legacy 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore Sarah Dash’s contributions to soul and R&B music, focusing on 
her role as a founding member of Labelle and her unique vocal style. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip from Labelle’s “Lady Marmalade” or Sarah Dash’s solo 
work. Ask: “What stands out to you about her voice?” 



• Discussion (5 min): Discuss Sarah Dash’s powerful vocals and how she brought energy 
and soul to the music of Labelle. Ask: “What makes her voice unique?” 

• Activity (8 min): Students create a group chant or sing a fun, uplifting song together, 
mimicking the harmonies and powerful vocals of soul and R&B music. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on the importance of strong vocals in making a song 
memorable. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze Sarah Dash’s impact on the music industry, focusing on her 
work with Labelle and her solo career in soul and R&B. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a segment of “Lady Marmalade” or another hit from 

Labelle. Ask: “What emotions do you feel when you listen to this song?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Sarah Dash’s work as part of Labelle helped bring R&B 

and soul music into the mainstream and the significance of the group’s success. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research the legacy of Sarah Dash’s impact on R&B and soul 

music, particularly her influence on later female artists in the genre. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How did Sarah Dash help shape the sound of R&B and soul 

music for future generations?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate Sarah Dash’s legacy as a solo artist and as a member of 
Labelle, focusing on her contributions to soul, R&B, and female empowerment in music. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a live performance of Sarah Dash singing “Lady Marmalade” 
or a solo song. Ask: “What do you notice about her stage presence and vocal power?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “What role did Sarah Dash play in transforming the 
representation of women in soul and R&B music?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research the history of female empowerment in music and how 
Sarah Dash helped pave the way for future artists. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How did Sarah Dash use her voice and music to empower 
others?” 

 

Want to learn more about Sarah Dash and her legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more! 

 



Mary Chapin Carpenter – Storytelling, Music, and 
Empowerment: A Lesson in Country-Folk Influence 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore Mary Chapin Carpenter’s contribution to country and folk 
music, focusing on her storytelling and lyrical empowerment. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip of “He Thinks He’ll Keep Her” or “Down at the Twist and 
Shout.” Ask: “What story do you think the song is telling?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Mary Chapin Carpenter uses storytelling in her music 
and how the lyrics reflect real-life experiences. 

• Activity (8 min): Students work in pairs to create a short, original story in song form, 
inspired by Mary Chapin Carpenter’s style. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Share the stories and discuss: “How does music help tell a story in a 
way that is different from reading a book?” 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze the storytelling techniques in Mary Chapin Carpenter’s songs 
and examine how she integrates personal and social themes into her music. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a portion of “He Thinks He’ll Keep Her.” Ask: “What is the 

song about? How does it tell a story through lyrics?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Mary Chapin Carpenter’s music reflects the challenges 

and experiences of women, and how she brings social issues into her songs. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research other country and folk artists who use storytelling in 

their music and compare them to Mary Chapin Carpenter. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How does storytelling in music help people connect to 

different perspectives and experiences?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate the role of Mary Chapin Carpenter in shaping modern country 
and folk music, with a focus on the impact of her narrative-driven lyrics. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 



• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a live performance of “Down at the Twist and Shout” or “The 
Hard Way.” Ask: “What emotions do you feel as she sings? How does the story in the 
song come to life?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “What role does storytelling play in country and folk music, 
and how has Mary Chapin Carpenter influenced the genre with her unique approach?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze the themes in Mary Chapin Carpenter’s songs, 
researching her impact on the genre and discussing how her music resonates with 
modern listeners. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How do artists like Mary Chapin Carpenter use their 
platform to tell stories that matter?” 

 

Want to learn more about Mary Chapin Carpenter and her legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall 
of Fame at American Dream for more! 

 

George Benson – Jazz, Soul, and the Art of Musical Innovation 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore George Benson’s contributions to jazz and soul music, focusing 
on his innovation as both a guitarist and vocalist. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip of “On Broadway” or “Give Me the Night.” Ask: “What 
instruments do you hear? How does the music make you feel?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss George Benson’s musical style. How does he blend jazz with 
soul and pop to create something unique? 

• Activity (8 min): Students work in small groups to create a simple rhythm or melody 
using available instruments or body percussion. Emphasize rhythm and harmony. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Share and discuss how music can bring different genres together to 
create something new. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how George Benson combined jazz, soul, and pop music to 
create his own sound and influence modern music. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 



• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a segment of “This Masquerade.” Ask: “How do Benson’s 
guitar skills enhance the mood of the song?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss George Benson’s impact on jazz and soul music. How did his 
ability to blend different styles contribute to his success? 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research other artists who mix genres (e.g., jazz, soul, or pop) 
and present how their styles compare to Benson’s. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “Why is it important for musicians to experiment with 
different genres?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate George Benson’s influence on the fusion of jazz, pop, and 
soul, examining his techniques as a guitarist and vocalist. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a live performance of “Give Me the Night” or another classic 
Benson track. Ask: “What makes Benson’s guitar playing stand out?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “How did George Benson bridge the gap between jazz and 
pop, and how has that influenced modern music?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze the role of jazz in popular music, using George Benson 
as a case study. Present findings on how his sound impacted other artists and music 
genres. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How has George Benson influenced modern musicians, and 
why is his fusion of genres still relevant today?” 

 

Want to learn more about George Benson and his legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more! 

 

Max Weinberg – Rhythm, Rock, and the Power of Percussion 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore Max Weinberg’s role as a drummer, focusing on his 
contributions to rock and his impact on The E Street Band’s sound. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 



• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a short clip from a live performance of The E Street Band. Ask: 
“What do you notice about the rhythm and the drums?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Max Weinberg’s drumming helps create energy and 
structure in a song. Ask: “How do drums help set the mood of a song?” 

• Activity (8 min): Students use percussion instruments or body percussion to create a 
rhythm pattern, mimicking the beats they hear. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Reflect on how percussion instruments like drums help tell a story in a 
song. 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze Max Weinberg’s contributions to rock music and The E Street 
Band’s unique sound through his mastery of drumming. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a portion of “Born to Run” or “Thunder Road.” Ask: “What 

role do you think the drums play in driving the energy of these songs?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Max Weinberg’s drumming influences the dynamics of 

The E Street Band and rock music as a whole. 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research the role of the drummer in rock bands, comparing 

Max Weinberg’s drumming style with that of other iconic rock drummers. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “Why is the drummer often considered the backbone of a 

rock band?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate Max Weinberg’s influence on rock music, focusing on his role 
in shaping The E Street Band’s sound and legacy. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a live performance of “Born to Run” or “Badlands.” Ask: 
“What makes Max Weinberg’s drumming so distinct in these songs?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “What is the role of rhythm in creating a band’s identity, 
and how has Max Weinberg contributed to the success of The E Street Band?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze how rhythm and percussion contribute to the 
emotional impact of rock music, presenting their findings with examples from The E 
Street Band’s discography. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How does Max Weinberg’s drumming style influence 
modern rock music?” 

 



Want to learn more about Max Weinberg and his legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more! 

 

Tony Orlando – Pop, Soul, and the Power of Classic Hits 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore Tony Orlando’s contributions to pop and soul music, focusing 
on his hit songs and his role in shaping American music in the 1970s. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip from “Tie a Yellow Ribbon Round the Ole Oak Tree.” Ask: 
“What do you think the song is about? What emotions do you feel?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Tony Orlando’s music reflects themes of love, loyalty, 
and community. Ask: “How does the song make you think about personal connections?” 

• Activity (8 min): Students work in small groups to create a song or poem about 
friendship or community, inspired by the themes in Orlando’s music. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Share the songs or poems and discuss: “Why do songs about love and 
friendship connect with so many people?” 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze Tony Orlando’s pop and soul style and understand his impact 
on music and popular culture. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a portion of “Knock Three Times” or “Tie a Yellow Ribbon 

Round the Ole Oak Tree.” Ask: “What elements make these songs catchy and 
memorable?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss Tony Orlando’s impact on pop music and how his songs 
captured the feelings of the time. Ask: “What themes in Orlando’s music have lasted 
over time?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research other artists from the 1970s who contributed to the 
pop and soul genres and compare their styles to Tony Orlando’s. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How do songs from the past continue to influence music 
today?” 

Grades 9-12 



Objective: Students will evaluate Tony Orlando’s role in the evolution of pop music, focusing on 
his influence in the 1970s and his contribution to American music culture. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a live performance of “Tie a Yellow Ribbon Round the Ole Oak 
Tree” or “Knock Three Times.” Ask: “What makes Tony Orlando’s performance style 
stand out?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “How did Tony Orlando’s music reflect the social and 
cultural values of the 1970s?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze the role of pop music in shaping American culture, 
using Tony Orlando as an example, and present their findings on how his music connects 
to societal themes of the time. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What do you think makes a song timeless?” 

 

Want to learn more about Tony Orlando and his legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more! 

 

Patti Scialfa – Rock, Soul, and the Power of Musical 
Collaboration 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore Patti Scialfa’s contributions to rock and soul music, focusing on 
her role as a singer and songwriter within The E Street Band. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a portion of “Dancing in the Dark” (featuring Patti Scialfa). Ask: 
“How does the music make you feel? What emotions do you hear in the vocals?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss Patti Scialfa’s role as a backup vocalist and solo artist in rock 
music. Ask: “Why is it important for musicians to work together to create a song?” 

• Activity (8 min): Students pair up to create a short song or chant, taking turns leading 
and harmonizing. Focus on collaboration and how each voice adds to the song. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Share and discuss: “How does working together make music more 
powerful?” 

Grades 6-8 



Objective: Students will analyze Patti Scialfa’s musical contributions, focusing on her impact as 
both a solo artist and a member of The E Street Band. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to a segment of “Someday We’ll Be Together.” Ask: “How do 

Patti Scialfa’s vocals complement the song’s message?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss Patti Scialfa’s dual career as a solo artist and as a member of 

The E Street Band. How does her music bridge rock and soul? 
• Activity (8 min): Groups research how other backup singers or featured artists have 

influenced popular music. Compare their roles in bands to Patti’s. 
• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “Why is it important for artists to be part of a group, and how 

does this affect the overall sound?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate Patti Scialfa’s influence on rock and soul music, with a focus 
on her role as a solo artist and her contributions to The E Street Band. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a live performance of “Pink Cadillac” or “Dancing in the Dark.” 
Ask: “What do you notice about Patti Scialfa’s vocal style and stage presence?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “How does Patti Scialfa’s work as both a solo artist and a 
collaborator shape her musical legacy?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze the role of female artists in rock and soul, comparing 
Patti Scialfa’s contributions to other prominent women in music. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How does collaboration in music help create unique 
sounds?” 

 

Want to learn more about Patti Scialfa and her legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more!

 

Lesley Gore – Pop, Empowerment, and Timeless Hits 

Grades 3-5 

Objective: Students will explore Lesley Gore’s contributions to pop music and how her songs 
reflect themes of empowerment and self-expression. 



• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3 - Identify cultural contributions of diverse 
communities. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Play a clip from “It’s My Party.” Ask: “What do you think the song is 
about? How does it make you feel?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Discuss the theme of empowerment in Lesley Gore’s songs, 
especially how she stands up for herself in “It’s My Party.” Ask: “Why is it important for 
people to express how they feel?” 

• Activity (8 min): Students create a short skit or comic strip about a situation where 
someone stands up for themselves, inspired by the themes of Lesley Gore’s music. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Share and reflect: “Why do songs about personal empowerment 
connect with people?” 

Grades 6-8 

Objective: Students will analyze how Lesley Gore’s music reflects themes of empowerment, 
focusing on her impact on pop music in the 1960s. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 - Examine how media and music influence culture. 
• Warm-Up (5 min): Listen to “You Don’t Own Me.” Ask: “What do you think the song is 

trying to communicate about independence?” 
• Discussion (5 min): Discuss how Lesley Gore’s songs addressed personal freedom and 

social norms, especially in the context of the 1960s. Ask: “Why were these themes 
important at the time?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups research other artists who focused on empowerment in their 
music and compare them to Lesley Gore. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “How does music influence how we see ourselves and the 
world around us?” 

Grades 9-12 

Objective: Students will evaluate Lesley Gore’s influence on pop music and how her songs of 
empowerment continue to resonate with audiences. 

• NJSLS Alignment: 6.1.12.HistoryCC.7 - Assess the impact of popular culture on American 
identity. 

• Warm-Up (5 min): Watch a performance of “You Don’t Own Me” or “It’s My Party.” Ask: 
“What is the message of the song, and how is it delivered?” 

• Discussion (5 min): Debate: “How did Lesley Gore’s music challenge traditional gender 
roles and societal expectations of women in the 1960s?” 

• Activity (8 min): Groups analyze the cultural impact of Lesley Gore’s music, comparing 
her to other female pop artists of the time, and discuss how her songs influenced future 
generations of musicians. 

• Wrap-Up (2 min): Discuss: “What makes a song resonate across different generations?” 



 

Want to learn more about Lesley Gore and her legacy? Visit the New Jersey Hall of Fame at 
American Dream for more! 

 


